




FORWARD is always the direction of choice at 
Sacred Heart University.  
Today, just over five decades since our founding, SHU is 

one of America’s fastest-growing Catholic universities and 

the second largest in New England. The time is right to 

embark on a comprehensive fundraising campaign that 

will fuel excellence for all of our students across all of our 

undergraduate and graduate degree programs.

LEADING is always the action plan at Sacred Heart.
We’ve made some bold moves over the past several 

years by greatly expanding our campus, creating 

stellar new facilities and establishing new colleges and 

degree programs. Now is the time to capitalize on this 

momentum and give our students every opportunity 

to develop into the ethical, responsible leaders our 

world needs.

SPIRIT is our commitment to Catholic values  
and to a mission of service to society.  
It means everything that SHU students gain an education 

informed by the Catholic intellectual tradition and rooted 

in the liberal arts. Sacred Heart cultivates in them a spirit 

of questioning that helps them understand their own 

values and their obligation to improve the lives of others. 

We educate the whole person in mind, body and spirit.

 

From the beginning, Sacred Heart University has been 

inspired and fueled by this Forward Leading Spirit. 
The result has been more than a half-century of growth, 

accomplishment and contribution, culminating in the 

extraordinary momentum of the past decade. SHU is 

transforming from a strong regional university to one 

with national ambitions, breaking new ground in our 

ability to attract the best students and faculty who want 

the kind of educational environment we have to offer.





Today—and together—the Sacred 
Heart University Forward Leading 

Spirit will continue to propel us as 

we purposefully take the lead to 

address what lies ahead.

Today—and together—we embark 

on our first-ever comprehensive 

campaign. It is clear to us, and 

hopefully to you, that our society 

needs college graduates who are 

not simply equipped with facts and 

knowledge but also animated by a 

desire to solve complex challenges 

in the service of others. Sacred 

Heart fills that void—and with your 

support, we can lead the way in 

demonstrating the value of Catholic 

higher education. 

SHU is already building on the 

momentum of the past decade to 

plan the next chapters in the growth 

of our university. Our aims? Create 

solid financial sustainability. Continue 

to build stronger academic programs 

and student outcomes. Foster an 

even richer living and learning 

experience for every SHU student. 

Shared vision and commitment—the 

essence of philanthropy—will write 

these new chapters. 

Some say the future calls. We 

believe it shouts and demands and 

insists. SHU is challenged to provide 

the very best opportunities to each 

and every student as the unique 

individual that he or she is. And, 

with your commitment, we are ready, 

willing and able to meet this call.

We Will Lead Together. 

A PIONEERING CAMPAIGN
LIKE NEVER BEFORE IN OUR 55-YEAR HISTORY, Sacred Heart University is in a position to 
lead—not just regionally but nationally and internationally. In fact, the New England Commission 
of Higher Education has described our progress since 2013 as “remarkable, historic and 
impressive.” This drive to lead is inspired by our students, as it is through them that we realize 
our mission. The world needs Sacred Heart graduates, who are not only educated to think and 
act and build meaningful careers but also guided to develop a strong moral compass and sense of 
responsibility to society. Today, we need your support like never before to seize this moment and 
lead Sacred Heart into the future. 
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how we LEAD
WE LEAD through our students’ and faculty members’ success | our nationally recognized 
academic programs (career-focused, rigorous and socially minded) | our innovation and 
discovery | our service to community | and our alumni accomplishments.

The proof is everywhere on our campus and in every member of our learning community—
and has become more visible than ever over the last decade. 

By supporting this campaign, you can advance SHU’s extraordinary success story.

MORE ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITIES

3 3 new colleges 3x Tripled the number of graduate programs 
from 10 to more than 30, including 4 
professional doctoral programs

33%
Approximately 1 in 3 SHU 
undergraduates stay here for 
their graduate degrees 6 Study abroad opportunities 

on 6 different continents

FINANCIAL STRENGTH  |  In less than a decade, SHU has:

$165m More than doubled our endowment from $75 million 
to $165 million, and we are one of 4 universities in the 
state with an A bond rating or higher.2x Since 2012, SHU’s freshman 

class has more than doubled, 
from just over 800 to 1,670. 4.0 Nearly 30% come in with a 4.0 

GPA, versus just 10% in 2012.

NOT JUST MORE STUDENTS, BUT MORE QUALIFIED STUDENTS

A DYNAMIC, GROWING CAMPUS  |  Since the beginning of this decade, SHU has:

15 Built or acquired 15 buildings 3x Tripled our acreage, which includes 
the transformation of the former GE 
Headquarters into a new West Campus 

1.1k
Created a more residential campus, including the construction 
of new living facilities on the Upper Quad. By 2020, we will have 
created space for 1,100 more students to live on campus.
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our CAMPAIGN
NOW WE LEAD: A Campaign for Sacred Heart University asks you to invest in our students, 
faculty, programs, initiatives and campus to move SHU forward as a leading institution of 
higher education. There must be no limits on our ambitions for how we wish to serve our 
students, our community, our world. You can propel Sacred Heart into an even brighter future 
and foster our Forward Leading Spirit for decades to come. 

FORWARD  |  You Can Support 
Our Long-Term Strength through 
Endowment. Even in the midst 

of this astounding growth, Sacred 

Heart has achieved strong financial 

standing. To sustain this and make our 

situation even more secure, we must 

increase our endowment. By creating 

endowed funds for scholarships, 

faculty positions and programs, you 

provide a stream of income that 

SHU can rely on year after year to 

support and inspire the most talented 

and deserving students and faculty 

members at the heart of our mission. 

As all top universities know, a strong 

endowment is the difference between 

taking risks that lead to innovation 

versus playing it safe. 

LEADING  |  You Can Invest in 
First-Rate Academic Programs 
and Student Outcomes. Thanks to 

strategic investments in graduate 

and professional programs, Sacred 

Heart has advanced into the 

Carnegie Commission’s national 

“Doctoral/Professional Universities” 

classification. Now We Lead will 

power our ambition to do more 

and be more for our students and 

the larger world. With your help, 

we will continue to innovate and 

expand our offerings for students 

with a range of educational and 

life goals, always connecting them 

with advanced technologies such 

as artificial intelligence and virtual 

simulation. Together we will respond 

to our society’s need for the best-

prepared professionals in such fields 

as healthcare, business, education, 

computer science and engineering. 

SPIRIT  |  You Can Create the  
Best Possible Student Experience. 
Sacred Heart is known and respected 

for the richness and depth of our 

student experience. Now We Lead 

will enable us to do even more to 

provide an extraordinarily well-

rounded education. With your 

support, we will expand our co-

curricular offerings, including new 

club athletics teams and performing 

arts programs. We will update and 

enlarge on-campus living and athletic 

facilities and make our growing 

campus accessible to more students. 

They will benefit from an education 

that is based not just in the classroom 

but in dynamic new living and 

learning spaces.
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Isabelle Farrington
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

THE TIME TO LEAD is now

WHEN I JOINED SACRED HEART UNIVERSITY OVER A 
DECADE AGO, I saw so much opportunity here. Together, the 

faculty and staff have pushed hard to realize the potential and 

transform the university while remaining true to our mission. 

Today, SHU has more students and more robust programs, a 

campus undergoing radical expansion and upgrades and 

higher ratings than ever before. The nation and the world are 

taking notice.

If we expect to continue our rise as a higher education 

leader, we need your support. For any university, philanthropy 

is the difference between being very good and being truly 

exceptional. Today, I ask all of you, our alumni and friends, to 

step up and support Now We Lead. Without substantially 

greater financial support, we cannot push ahead with this 

historic transformation that not only serves the best interest of 

our current and future students, but also increases the value of 

a Sacred Heart education for our graduates.

I have great faith in what Sacred Heart can be, but I need 

your partnership to get there.

—PRESIDENT JOHN J. PETILLO, PH.D.

“PHILANTHROPY IS THE 

difference between being  

very good and being  

truly exceptional.”
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